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(57) ABSTRACT

A foot rest device for a child installed in a child car seat fixed
to a seat or bench of a vehicle passenger compartment,
includes an upright to be installed in a vertical median plane
of the child car seat, a rotation-proof bar and a foot rest bar
each transverse to the upright, elements for securing the
device to the child car seat, and the upright having at its
bottom end a foot for resting on the floor of the passenger
compartment, the rotation-proofand foot rest bars being fixed
in their middles substantially at right angles to the upright so
that each forms two lateral parts symmetrical about the
median plane, and the rotation-proof and foot rest bars being
in vertical planes offset from one another, the rotation-proof
bar being set back from the foot rest bar when the device is
installed, with reference to a forward travel direction.

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
CHILD CAR SEAT FOOT REST DEVICE

The present invention relates to a foot-rest device intended
to a child who is installed in a child seat placed on a seat or a
bench seat of a vehicle, in particular a motor vehicle of the
private car type or for public transport. It may however apply
to other types of vehicles and, for example, an airplane.

The child seats, also called baby seats, or the seat reducers
are security items that are important, or even mandatory, for
the transport of children in motor vehicles. Indeed, the vehicle
seats or bench seats of origin and their holding means such as
security belts are not adapted to persons of small size, like
children, and there exists a risk that the child is not held and
is transformed into a projectile in case of accident. To avoid
that, child seats adapted to the size of children are installed on
and secured to the vehicle seats or bench seats. The children
placed in such child seats may hence be perfectly held in their
child seats during an accident.

However, the legs of the children hang free in front of the
child seat, which may cause drawbacks. The blood or lym-
phatic circulation in the thighs may be hindered at the front of
the child seat, where the tights rest. In case of accident, the
legs that are not held may be thrown forward and hit elements
of the vehicle passenger compartment.

The present invention proposes to remedy in particular to
these drawbacks with a child foot-rest device that is remov-
able and that is arranged in front of the child seat and secured
thereto. This device, inaddition to its securing to the child seat
when installed, also rests on the floor of the vehicle passenger
compartment. It also has other advantages that will appear at
the reading of the present document.

It is known by the document US2006/0012243 a child seat
support formed of a contoured extended plate of significant
overall dimensions and weight. Other devices are also known
in relation with vehicle seats by the documents US2009/
224591 and FR2957564.

Hence, the invention relates to a foot-rest device for a child
installed in a child seat secured to a seat or a bench seat of a
vehicle passenger compartment. The term “child seat” is used
generically to cover all security adapter or reducer seat for a
child or a baby.

According to the invention, the device includes:

an upright intended to be installed in a median vertical

plane of the child seat,

a rotation-proof bar transverse to the upright,

a foot-rest bar transverse to the upright,

a means for securing said device to the child seat,
the upright including at its lower end a foot intended to rest on
the floor of the passenger compartment, the rotation-proof bar
and the foot-rest bar being secured in their middles substan-
tially perpendicular to said upright, so as to each form two
lateral parts that are symmetrical with respect to said median
plane, and the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar are
located in vertical planes that are offset relative to each other,
the rotation-proof bar being set back from the foot-rest bar in
the installed position of the device, with reference to the
direction of forward travel of the vehicle.

In various embodiments of the invention, the following
means are used, which can be used in isolation or according to
any technically possible combination:

the vehicle is a private or public transport motor vehicle, in

particular a coach or a bus,

the vehicle is an aircraft, in particular an airplane,

the offset distance of the vertical planes passing through

the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar is adjustable,
so as to adjust the anteroposterior spacing between the
rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar,
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the height of the device between its highest point and its
lowest point is adjustable,

the height of the foot-rest bar with respect to the foot of the
device is adjustable,

the height of the foot-rest bar with respect to the rotation-
proof bar is adjustable,

the rotation-proof bar may bear against the front of the
child seat,

the rotation-proof bar may bear against the front of the
sitting part of the vehicle seat or the vehicle bench seat,

the rotation-proofbar may bear against the front of a seat or
bench seat elevating base rising from the floor of the
vehicle,

the upright of the installed device is inclined in a front-rear
vertical plane,

the upright of the installed device is vertical,

the upright has a substantially cylindrical cross-section,

the upright has a substantially square cross-section,

the upright has a substantially rectangular cross-section,

the upright is hollow,

the upright is solid,

the distance/height between the foot and the rotation-proof
bar is adjustable,

the distance/height between the foot and the rotation-proof
bar is fixed,

the height of the upright is fixed,

the height of the upright is adjustable,

the height of the upright is adjustable, the upright being
formed of two parts nesting into each other and able to
slide relative to each other, a removable locking means
between the two parts allowing to keep the chosen
height,

the distance between the foot and the lower end of the
upright is fixed,

the distance between the foot and the lower end of the
upright is adjustable,

the distance between the foot and the lower end of the
upright is adjustable, the link between the foot and the
upright being ensured by a threaded rod that can be more
or less screwed into the lower end of the upright,

the device includes at least one of the following adjustment
means:
a means for adjusting the anteroposterior spacing

between the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar,
at least one means for adjusting the height of the device,
ameans for adjusting the height of the foot-rest bar along
the device,

the foot-rest bar is straight and is horizontal in the installed
position of the device,

the foot-rest bar has a substantially planar cross-section,

the foot-rest bar of substantially planar cross-section is
adjustable in inclination,

the foot-rest bar has a substantially cylindrical cross-sec-
tion,

the foot-rest bar has a substantially square cross-section,

the foot-rest bar has a substantially rectangular cross-sec-
tion,

the foot-rest bar is hollow,

the foot-rest bar is solid,

the foot-rest bar includes skid-proof pads,

the rotation-proof bar is a single-piece element,

the rotation-proof bar is straight and is horizontal in the
installed position of the device,

the rotation-proof bar is V-shaped,

the V-shaped rotation-proof bar is a downwardly open V in
the installed position of the device,



US 9,365,145 B2

3

the V-shaped rotation-proof bar is an upwardly open V in
the installed position of the device,

the rotation-proof bar is arranged at the upper end of the
upright,

the rotation-proof bar is arranged at the upper end of the
upright so as to be able to bear against the front of the
child seat,

the rotation-proof bar is arranged at the upper end of the
upright at the end of a rearward bend of the upper part of
the upright,

the highest point of the device is the rotation-proof bar,

the rotation-proof bar is arranged toward the lower end of
the upright,

the means for securing said device to the child seat includes
at least one strap,

the means for securing said device to the child seat includes
at least one strap,

at least one part of the strap(s) of the securing means is
intended to extend from the front to the rear along each
side of the child seat,

at least one part of the strap(s) of the securing means is
intended to pass under the child seat by extending rear-
ward in the installed position of the device,

the means for securing said device to the child seat includes
two lateral fastening means for the two lateral parts of
the rotation-proof bar,

the lateral fastening means for the two lateral parts of the
rotation-proof bar include/implement complementary
loop and hook strips, of the VELCRO® type, or equiva-
lent, arranged on the rotation-proof bar or on the front of
the child seat, respectively,

the two lateral fastening means include lateral strap parts
integral with the rotation-proof bar and intended to
extend from the front to the rear along each side of the
child seat,

the lateral strap parts integral with the rotation-proof bar
include/implement complementary loop and hook
strips, of the VELCRO® type, or equivalent, arranged
on the lateral straps and the lateral sides of the child seat,
respectively,

the securing means further includes a locking means
intended to bear against the rear of the child seat and/or
to be wedged between the vehicle seat or the vehicle
bench seat and the child seat in an area of connection
between a sitting part and a back part of said vehicle seat
or said vehicle bench seat, the rear ends of the lateral
straps being connected to the locking means,

the means for securing said device of the child seat includes
a strap-based median fastening means integral with the
upright and intended to pass under the child seat by
extending rearward in the installed position of the
device,

the strap-based median fastening means includes/imple-
ments complementary loop and hook strips, of the VEL-
CRO® type, or equivalent, arranged on the lateral straps
and on the underside and/or the rear of the child seat,
respectively,

the securing means includes a locking means intended to
bear against the rear of the child seat and/or to be wedged
between the vehicle seat or the vehicle bench seat and
the child seat in an area of connection between a sitting
part and a back part of said vehicle seat or said vehicle
bench seat, the rear ends of the lateral straps and/or the
rear end of the strap ofthe median fastening means being
connected to the locking means,
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the lengths of the straps are adjustable in order to immo-
bilize by tightening the device against the front of the
child seat,

the straps ofthe two lateral fastening means and the strap of
the median fastening means are a single and same unique
strap of adjustable length allowing to tighten at once the
two lateral fastening means and the median fastening
means, said unique strap forming a circular loop about
the child seat with a round-trip return under the child seat
between the locking means and the upright,

the strap return under the child seat between the locking
means and the upright is median,

the strap return under the child seat between the locking
means and the upright has the shape of a backwardly
openV,

the straps ofthe two lateral fastening means are a single and
same unique strap of adjustable length allowing to
tighten at once the two lateral fastening means, said
unique strap forming a circular loop around the child
seat, the strap of the median fastening means being inde-
pendent of the others and its length being independently
adjustable,

the strap(s) pass through sleeves,

the complementary loop and hook strips, of the VEL-
CRO® type, or equivalent, are for a part located on the
sleeves,

at least one part of the strap of the median fastening means
extended between the locking means and the upright is
passed in a common central sleeve,

the locking means is a bar,

the bar of the locking means has a substantially planar
cross-section,

the bar of the locking means has a substantially open
V-shaped cross-section,

the bar of the locking means has a substantially cylindrical
cross-section,

the bar of the locking means has a substantially square
cross-section,

the bar of the locking means has a substantially rectangular
cross-section,

the bar of the locking means is hollow,

the bar of the locking means is solid,

the bar of the locking means includes/implements comple-
mentary loop and hook strips, of the VELCRO® type, or
equivalent, arranged on said bar of the locking means
and on the underside and/or the rear of the child seat,
respectively,

the bar of the locking means includes skid-proof pads,

the complementary loop and hook strip(s), of the VEL-
CRO® type, or equivalent, arranged on the child seat are
added elements, fixed by adhesive, the device being
provided with corresponding strips to be stuck on the
child seat,

the locking means and the rotation-proof bar are hollow
and the respective strap(s) pass inside at least one part of
the locking means and of the rotation-proof bar,

the foot is articulated at the lower end of the upright, said
articulation being preferably a spherical articulation,

the foot has a base resting on the floor, of circular shape,

the foot has a base resting on the floor, of oval shape,

the foot has a base resting on the floor, of square or rect-
angular shape,

the lower face of the foot intended to rest on the floor of the
passenger compartment is skid-proof,

the lower face of the foot intended to rest on the floor of the
passenger compartment is skid-proof, said lower face
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including notches intended to come into engagement
with a floor coating of the passenger compartment,

the lower face of the foot intended to rest on the floor of the
passenger compartment is skid-proof, said lower face
including a skid-proof coating,

the rotation-proof bar, the foot-rest bar, the upright and the
bar of the locking means have a circular cross-section,

the device includes metal parts,

the device includes aluminum parts,

the device includes plastic material parts,

the hollow plastic material parts of the device are transpar-
ent so asto beable to see the inside of said hollow tubular
parts,

the upper end of the upright includes a means for hooking
a game or utility accessory for the child,

the game accessory is for example a steering wheel
mounted on a rod, the rod including an elastic means, in
particular a spring, allowing the retraction of said steer-
ing wheel upon a thrust on the steering wheel higher than
a thrust threshold,

the utility accessory is a support, in particular for a baby
bottle or a video screen,

the device further includes a securing accessory including
a main bar intended to extend forward and an arm
intended to extend upward, the arm being articulated by
an articulation to the main bar for the adjustment of its
inclination,

a first end of the main bar includes a releasable tightening
and securing jaw and a second end, opposite to the first
one, includes a means for the securing to the upright of
the foot-rest device,

the second end of the main bar is fixed articulated to the
lower end of the upright,

the two opposite ends of the main bar include releasable
tightening and securing jaws,

the free end of the arm also includes a releasable tightening
and securing jaw,

The present invention will now be exemplified, without
being limited thereby, by the following description of
embodiments and implementations in relation with:

FIG. 1, which is a perspective view of a first exemplary
embodiment of the not-installed device,

FIG. 2, which is a lateral view of the installed device,

FIGS. 3 and 4, which are two perspective views ofa second
exemplary embodiment, and

FIG. 5, which is a perspective view of a securing accessory
for the foot-rest device of the invention in the case of an
implementation on a passenger seat of an airplane.

The foot-rest device 1 includes a median upright 2 intended
to be installed in a vertical plane, a rotation-proof bar 3
intended, in this example, to bear against the front of the
bottom part of the child seat (not shown), includes a foot-rest
bar 4 on which the child installed in the child seat can place
the feet, includes a means for securing said device to the child
seat that will be detailed hereinafter and includes a foot 6
intended to rest on the floor of the vehicle passenger compart-
ment.

The rotation-proof bar 3 is herein arranged at the upper end
of the upright 2, on the rear of a bend 2¢ of said upright 2. In
FIG. 1, the bend 2¢ forms an angle of substantially 90° with
respect to the main axis of the upright 2 but it is understood
that, in other embodiments, the angle of the bend may be more
or less open and, for example of 45°, or even less.

The foot-rest bar 4 is adjustable in height along the upright
2 by sliding and immobilization by an immobilization means
that includes in this example through-orifices 15 matched
together and in which a stud or a pin 11, preferably remov-
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able, is inserted. It is understood that any other adjustment
and immobilization means can be used to obtain this adjust-
ment in height and the immobilization of the foot-rest bar
along the upright, and for example a rack or latch system, a
tightening system, push-button, screw+bolt . . . .

In this exemplary embodiment, two means for adjusting
the whole height of the device are also provided. A first one
allowing to adjust the distance between the foot 6 and the
lower end of the upright 2, such as a threaded rod 14 more or
less screwed into the lower end of the upright 2. A second one
allowing to telescopically adjust the length of the upright 2,
by nesting and sliding of a lower part 25 into an upper part 2a
of said upright 2 and immobilization thanks to an immobili-
zation means of the same type as that of the foot-restbar4, i.e.
through-orifices 15 and a stud or a pin 12, preferably remov-
able. It is understood that any other means for adjusting the
length of the upright can be used and that, in other embodi-
ments, the first and/or second means for adjusting the whole
height of the device can be omitted.

In another embodiment, not shown, the means for adjusting
the height of the foot-rest bar 4 and the means for adjusting
the length of the upright 2 are combined together and the
adjustment of the height of the foot-rest bar modifies the
height of the upright. The foot-rest bar includes skid-proof
sleeves 13 at the place where the feet of the child will rest.

The foot 6 is articulated through a spherical joint so that, in
case of installation of the device with an inclined upright, the
lower face 16 of the foot is horizontal and suitably applied flat
on the floor of the vehicle passenger compartment. The lower
face 16 of the foot includes a skid-proof coating, for example
notches that will engage with the possibly looped carpet,
which is generally found on the floor of the vehicle passenger
compartments. It is understood that there may be an interest in
that the upright 2 is inclined from the bottom and the front to
the top and the rear during the installation so as to form a kind
of stiffener coming in rest against the front of the child seat
and improving the holding ofthe child seat on the vehicle seat
or bench seat in case of shock.

In a not-shown variant, a means is provided to adjust the
anteroposterior distance between the rotation-proofbar 3 and
the foot-rest bar 4. It may for example be used a means for
adjusting the length of the rear part of'the bend 2¢ of the same
type as that of the second means for adjusting the length ofthe
upright 2 with nesting and sliding of two parts of the upright.

The foot-rest bar 4 and the rotation-proot bar 3 are secured
in their middles to the upright 2, so as to form a device
substantially symmetrical with respect to this upright. In this
example, the foot-rest bar 4 and the rotation-proof bar 3 are
straights. In a variant, a rotation-proof bar is provided, which
has the shape of a downwardly open V, for an inclined and no
longer straight rest against the front of the child seat.

The means for securing the device to the child seat includes
two main parts: two lateral fastening means and one strap-
based median fastening means 7. The two lateral fastening
means include parts of lateral straps 8 integral with at least the
two ends of the rotation-proof bar 3 and intended to extend
from the front to the rear along each side of the child seat. In
order to improve the lateral holding of the lateral straps,
sleeves 9 are installed on the straps in order to increase the
surface of contact with the two lateral sides of the child seat.
The sleeves are preferably flat but, in a variant (not shown),
the sleeves have a L shape, with the bottom part ofthe L taken,
wedged, under the child seat. It is also possible to implement
complementary loop and hook strips, of the VELCRO® type,
or equivalent, arranged on said sleeves 9 and on the side and,
possibly if L-shaped, the underside of the child seat, respec-
tively.
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The strap-based median fastening means is, on the front,
integral with the upright and intended to pass under the child
seat toward the rear of the latter. In order to improve the
holding of the straps 7 and 8 against the back of the child seat
and/or to wedge them between the vehicle seat or the vehicle
bench seat and the child seat in an area of connection between
asitting part and a back part of said vehicle seat or said vehicle
bench seat, the straps are connected to a locking means 5. This
locking means is herein a hollow tube. In other embodiments,
the locking means may be a planar or V-shaped plate bearing
against the rear of the child seat or slipped in the area of
connection between the sitting part and the back part of the
vehicle seat or bench seat. It is understood that any means for
holding the straps on this locking means may be used and
adapted.

In this example, a single strap 8 arranged into a loop forms
the two lateral fastening means and this strap 8 passes on the
front inside the rotation-proof bar 3, which is hollow, and
passes on the rear inside the blocking means 5. The straps 7
and 8 include tightening means 10, allowing to tighten them,
during the installation of the device, or to loosen them, during
the dismounting thereof. Here again, any strap tightening
means can be used.

A part of the strap 7 of the median fastening means extend-
ing between the locking means 5 and the upright 2 is passed
inside a common central sleeve 20 that, in this example, is
transparent. The means for fastening the strap 7 to the locking
means 5 and to the upright 2 are horizontal so that the strap 7
is also substantially horizontal.

In variants in which it is desired to improve the holding of
the straps on the child seat, it is provided to use complemen-
tary loop and hook strips, of the VELCRO® type, arranged on
the straps 7, 8 and/or sleeves 9 and the corresponding parts of
the child seat, respectively. It is to be noted that certain
vehicles use looped fabric coatings and can be used to
strengthen the tightening and holding of the device with a
hook strip on certain elements of the device.

Preferably, the elements implemented in the device, in
particular those which can come into contact with the child, in
particular the upright 2, the foot-rest bar 4 and the rotation-
proof bar 3 do not have any sharp edge or protruding part and
are preferably tubular with circular cross-sections. They may
be covered with a shock-absorber coating, of the closed- or
open-cell foam type, which may also play a skid-proof role.
These elements are preferably made of a plastic material. In
the case where a use in an airplane is contemplated, there may
be an interest in that the hollow parts are transparent so that
the inside thereof can be seen for the security controls.

In FIG. 2, the device 1 of FIG. 1 has been installed against
a child seat 17 that has been fixed on a vehicle seat or bench
seat. The vehicle seat or the vehicle bench seat includes a
sitting part 19 and a back part 18. The rotation-proof bar 3 is
placed in rest against the front and toward the bottom of the
child seat 17 so that the upright 2 is substantially in the
middle, between the two legs of the child (not shown). The
upright 2 is inclined in a vertical plane from the top and rear
to the bottom and front, where it rests on the floor of the
vehicle passenger compartment through the spherical-articu-
lation foot 6. The foot-rest bar 4 has been positioned in height
to be adapted to the child and to the installation in the vehicle.
In an evolved embodiment in which the total height of the
device can be adjusted, the latter will have been adjusted to be
adapted to the installation in the vehicle. It may be noted that,
in the absence of such a height adjustment means, or if it is not
sufficient, a compensation can be obtained, in certain limits,
by inclining more or less the upright 2.
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The device is locked against the child seat 17 thanks to the
tightening of the two lateral fastening means with their lateral
strap parts 8 and of the strap-based median fastening means 7.
The sleeves 9 allow to hold the lateral strap parts 8 on the sides
of the child seat, even after tightening of the straps. The
hollow tube of the locking means 5 is wedged at the rear of the
child seat 17.

On the lateral view of FIG. 2, it can be seen that it would be
conceivable, in other embodiments and/or installations, that
the rotation-proof bar 3 or an additional rotation-proof bar
bears against the front of the sitting part 19 or lower on the
elevating base of the seat or of the bench seat rising from the
vehicle floor. In these embodiments, it is contemplated to
adapt the positioning of the means for securing the device to
the child seat, in particular in the case of straps. In variants, it
may be implemented a means for securing the device to the
vehicle seat or to the bench seat alone or as a complement of
the securing to the child seat. Other means for securing the
device to the child seat than those already presented may be
implemented, as for example a plate integral with the rota-
tion-proof bar and that comes and wedges under the child seat
and that may possibly partially go up at the rear of the child
seat. In other cases, the straps for securing the child seat to the
vehicle seat or the vehicle bench seat may be used to secure
the device thereto. Generally, it is preferable that the device is
integral with the child seat and is directly secured thereto.

Inthe second exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 3
and 4, the foot-rest device 1 also includes a median upright 2,
arotation-proofbar 3, a foot-rest bar 4, a foot 6 and means for
securing the device to the child seat that are a locking bar 5
and two lateral fastening means and a median fastening mean
whose respective straps have not been shown in these Figures,
for the sake of simplification.

The rotation-proot 3, herein curved, as an arc of a circle, is
arranged, articulated 24, at the upper end of the upright 2 at
the rear of the bend of said upright 2. The articulation 24 of the
upper end of the upright 2 to the rotation-proof bar 3 is of the
type rotating about a substantially horizontal axis to tilt the
rotation-proof bar as a function of the inclination of the front
of the bottom part of the child seat (not shown) on which it
bears.

The foot-rest bar 4 is adjustable in height along the upright
2, notched 23, by sliding and immobilization of a T-shaped
connection means 21. The notching 23 is preferably arranged
in spiral as a screw thread and the sliding connection means is
released or locked by rotation/screwing-unscrewing of two
nuts 26. Furthermore, the cross-sectional shape of the upright
is such that a rotation of the connection means 21 of the
foot-rest bar about the axis of the upright 2 is impossible. This
cross-sectional shape is herein cross-shaped or X-shaped, and
the connection means 21 has a passage of inner shape comple-
mentary of that of the upright, wherein the upright passes
through the passage. The connection means 21 and the two
nuts 26 have functions similar to those of the immobilization
means of the first exemplary embodiment. The foot-rest bar 4
fixed on the connection means 21 has a contoured, arc-of-a-
circle, shape.

The foot 6 is articulated in rotation at the lower end of the
upright 2 about a substantially horizontal axis. The foot 6 has
a contoured, arc-of-a-circle, shape.

As above, the two lateral fastening means include lateral
strap parts (not shown) integral, on the front, with the rota-
tion-proof bar 3 and, on the rear, with a locking bar 5. Those
lateral strap parts are intended to extend from the front to the
rear along each side of the child seat by being passed in lateral
sleeves 9, which are herein elongated plates including loops
22. The lateral sleeves 9 include loops 22 in which the straps
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are passed and that allow to make the sleeves integral with the
straps. The plates of the lateral sleeves are relatively rigid
while being flexible/elastic enough to be adapted to the gen-
eral shape of each side of the child seat, which is not neces-
sarily straight/planar but may be contoured.

Likewise, the strap-based median fastening means (not
shown) includes a central sleeve 20 with loops 22. The plate
of'the central sleeve 20 is relatively rigid while being flexible/
elastic enough to be adapted to the general combined shape of
the underside of the child seat and of the topside of the vehicle
seat, a general shape that is not necessarily straight/planar but
that may be contoured. The strap of the median fastening
means is herein integral, on the front, with the rotation-proof
bar 3 and, on the rear, with the locking bar 5.

The rotation-proof bar 3 and the locking bar 5 both include
loops 22 intended to make the straps integral with these two
bars. In the embodiment shown, the straps pass alternatively
from the front face to the rear face of the rotation-proof bar 3
or of the locking bar 5 through the loops 22, but in other
embodiments, the straps may remain hidden, the loops being
made through ribs 25 on the non-visible side of said bars 3, 5,
such ribs 25 being shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. In a simplified
variant, the rotation-proof bar 3 and the locking bar 5 are
identical, which simplifies the manufacturing of the elements
of'the device and only the bar that will be placed on the front,
i.e. the rotation-proof bar 3, will receive the upper end of the
upright 2, to then form the articulation 24. The elements of the
device shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 are essentially made of plastic
material(s) by molding and/or by extrusion.

In case of use of the device on a passenger seat of an
airplane, itis possible, if a reinforced securing of the device to
the seat is desired, in complement or not of the straps, to
implement the securing accessory 27 shown in FIG. 5. The
foot-rest device may be used with a child/baby seat installed
on the airplane passenger seat or with no child/baby seat
installed. In this latter case, the rotation-proof bar is applied
against the front of the sitting part of the airplane passenger
seat and the straps of the device may be not used or be used
only in part.

This securing accessory 27 includes a main bar 28 intended
to extend substantially horizontally toward the front of the
bottom of the airplane passenger seat and an arm 29 intended
to extend upward. The arm 29 is articulated through an articu-
lation 33 to the main bar 28 to adjust the inclination thereof
with respect to the main bar. The end 30 of the main bar 28
includes ajaw for the releasable tightening and securing to the
horizontal bar that is found under the airplane passenger
seats. The end 31, opposite to the previous one 30, of the main
bar 28 includes a jaw for the releasable tightening and secur-
ing of the upright 2 of the foot-rest device of the invention.
The free/upper end 32 of the arm 29 includes a jaw for the
releasable tightening and securing to the substantially hori-
zontal part, on the rear of the bend 2¢, of the upright 2 of the
foot-rest device of the invention. The jaws at the ends 30, 32
and 32 are also adjustable in translation to adjust the lengths
of the main bar 28 and of the arm 32. Preferably, the jaw
translation adjustment means are of the type of those used to
adjust in height the foot-rest bar 4 with a notching 23, nuts 26
and a cross-section or X-section.

In a variant, the end 31 of the main bar 28 includes a means
for the securing to the lower end of the upright 2, in replace-
ment or not of the foot 6 of the foot-rest device 1. In another
variant, the end 31 of the main bar 28 includes a securing
means articulated to the lower end of the upright 2 and the
main bar 28 may be applied against the upright 2, the arm 29
being tilted against the main bar 28 so as to retract against the
upright 2 said accessory 27 when the latter is not used for the
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securing thereof to an airplane passenger seat. Hence, the
accessory 27 may remain integral with the foot-rest device
even if the latter is finally used only occasionally during trips
by airplane between usual trips by car.

Of course, the present invention is not limited to the par-
ticular embodiments that have just been described, but
extends to any variants and equivalents in accordance with the
spirit of the invention. Hence, it will be understood that the
invention may be declined according to many other possibili-
ties without departing thereby from the scope defined by the
description and the claims. For example, it may be provided a
means for securing accessories, games or utilities on one or
several elements of the device.

The invention claimed is:

1. A foot-rest device (1) for use by a child sitting in a child
seat (17) secured on a seat or bench seat (18, 19) of a passen-
ger compartment of a vehicle, said foot-rest device (1) includ-
ing:

an upright (2) intended to be installed in a median vertical

plane of the child seat (17),

a rotation-proof bar (3) transverse to the upright (2),

a foot-rest bar (4) transverse to the upright (2),

a securing system (5, 7, 8, 9, 10) intended for securing said

device to the child seat,

a lower end of the upright (2) including a foot (6) intended

to rest on a floor of the passenger compartment,

the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar (4) each having

a middle secured substantially perpendicular to said
upright to each form two lateral parts symmetrical with
respect to said median plane,

wherein the rotation-proof bar (3) is arranged at an upper

end of the upright (2) so as to be able to bear against a
front of the child seat (17) or against a front of a sitting
part (19) of said vehicle seat, and the rotation-proof bar
and the foot-rest bar are in vertical planes that are offset
relative to each other, the rotation-proof bar being set
back from the foot-rest bar in an installed position of the
device, with reference to a direction of forward travel of
the vehicle,

wherein the securing system includes two lateral fastening

elements for the two lateral parts (3a,35) of the rotation-
proof bar (3), the two lateral fastening elements includ-
ing lateral strap parts (8) integral with the rotation-proof
bar (3) and intended to extend from the front to a rear
along each side of the child seat,

wherein the securing system includes a strap-based median

fastening element (7) integral with the upright (2) and
intended to pass under the child seat by extending rear-
ward in the installed position of the device,

wherein the securing system includes a locking bar (5)

intended to bear against the rear of the child seat (17) or
intended to be wedged between the vehicle seat or the
vehicle bench seat and the child seat in an area of con-
nection between a sitting part (19) and aback part (18) of
said vehicle seat or said vehicle bench seat, rear ends of
the lateral straps (8) and a rear end of the strap of the
median fastening element (7) being connected to the
locking bar (5), and

wherein the securing system is selected from the group

consisting of

1) a system in which the straps of the two lateral fastening

elements (8) and the strap of the median fastening ele-
ment (7) are a single and same unique strap of adjustable
length allowing to tighten at once the two lateral fasten-
ing elements and the median fastening element, said
unique strap forming a circular loop about the child seat
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with a round-trip return under the child seat between the
locking bar (5) and the upright (2),

and ii) a system in which the straps of the two lateral
fastening elements (8) are a single and same unique strap
of adjustable length allowing to tighten at once the two
lateral fastening elements, said unique strap forming a
circular loop about the child seat, the strap of the median
fastening element (7) being independent of the others
and having a length that is independently adjustable.

2. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, further includ-

ing at least one of following adjustment systems:

a spacing adjustment system for adjusting the anteropos-
terior spacing between the rotation-proof bar (3) and the
foot-rest bar (4),

at least one device height adjustment system for adjusting
the height of the device,

a foot-rest bar height adjustment system for adjusting the
height of the foot-rest bar (4) along the device.

3. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
securing system wherein the securing system is the system in
which the straps of the two lateral fastening elements (8) and
the strap of the median fastening element (7) are a single and
same unique strap of adjustable length allowing to tighten at
once the two lateral fastening elements and the median fas-
tening element, said unique strap forming the circular loop
about the child seat with a round-trip return under the child
seat between the locking bar (5) and the upright (2).

4. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
securing system is the system in which the straps of the two
lateral fastening elements (8) are the single and same unique
strap of adjustable length allowing to tighten at once the two
lateral fastening elements, said unique strap forming the cir-
cular loop about the child seat, the strap of the median fas-
tening element (7) being independent of the others and having
the length that is independently adjustable.

5. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein at
least one of the straps pass through sleeves (9).

6. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
locking bar (5) and the rotation-proof bar (3) are hollow and
each strap passes inside at least one part of the locking bar and
of the rotation-proof bar.

7. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
foot (6) is articulated with an articulation at the lower end of
the upright, said articulation being a spherical articulation.

8. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
foot has a base resting on the floor, of a shape chosen among
at least one of the following shapes: circular, oval, square or
rectangular.

9. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
rotation-proof bar, the foot-rest bar, the upright and the lock-
ing bar each have a circular cross-section.

10. The foot-rest device according to claim 1 in combina-
tion with a securing accessory (27), the securing accessory
including a main bar (28) intended to extend toward the front
and an arm (29) intended to extend upward, the arm (29)
being articulated by an articulation element (33) to the main
bar (28) for inclination adjustment, and a first end (30) of the
main bar (28) includes a releasable tightening and securing
jaw and a second end (31), opposite to the first one, includes
a securing means for the securing to the upright (2) of the
foot-rest device, and the free end (32) of the arm (29) also
includes a releasable tightening and securing jaw.

11. The foot-rest device according to claim 1, wherein the
foot (6) is articulated with an articulation at the lower end of
the upright.

12. A foot-rest device (1) for use with a child seat (17), said
foot-rest device comprising:
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an upright (2) that installs in a vertical, median plane, the
upright (2) having a lower end that rests on a floor of a
passenger compartment of a vehicle;

arotation-proof bar (3) located transverse to the upright (2)
and arranged at an upper end of the upright (2);

a foot-rest bar (4) located transverse to the upright (2),

wherein the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar (4)
each have a middle secured substantially perpendicular
to said upright to each form two lateral parts symmetri-
cal with respect to said median plane, and the rotation-
proof bar and the foot-rest bar are in vertical planes that
are offset relative to each other, the rotation-proof bar
being set back from the foot-rest bar;

a securing system (5, 7, 8, 9, 10) that secures said device to
the child seat,

wherein the securing system includes

1) two lateral fastening elements for the two lateral parts
(3a, 3b) of the rotation-proof bar (3), the two lateral
fastening elements including lateral strap parts (8) inte-
gral with the rotation-proofbar (3) and extending from a
front to a rear of the child seat,

ii) a strap-based median fastening element (7) integral with
the upright (2) and configured to extend rearward in an
installed position of the device, and

iii) a locking bar (5), with rear ends of the lateral straps (8)
and a rear end of the strap of the median fastening
element (7) being connected to the locking bar (5); and

wherein the straps of the two lateral fastening elements (8)
and the strap of the median fastening element (7) are a
single and same unique strap of adjustable length allow-
ing to tighten at once the two lateral fastening elements
and the median fastening element, said unique strap
forming a circular loop about the child seat with a round-
trip return under the child seat between the locking bar
(5) and the upright (2).

13. A foot-rest device (1) for use with a child seat (17), said

foot-rest device comprising:

an upright (2) that installs in a vertical, median plane, the
upright (2) having a lower end that rests on a floor of a
passenger compartment of a vehicle;

arotation-proof bar (3) located transverse to the upright (2)
and arranged at an upper end of the upright (2);

a foot-rest bar (4) located transverse to the upright (2),

wherein the rotation-proof bar and the foot-rest bar (4)
each have a middle secured substantially perpendicular
to said upright to each form two lateral parts symmetri-
cal with respect to said median plane, and the rotation-
proof bar and the foot-rest bar are in vertical planes that
are offset relative to each other, the rotation-proof bar
being set back from the foot-rest bar in an installed
position of the device, with reference to a direction of
forward travel of the vehicle;

a securing system (5, 7, 8, 9, 10) that secures said device to
the child seat,

wherein the securing system includes two lateral fastening
elements for the two lateral parts (3a,35) of the rotation-
proof bar (3),

wherein the two lateral fastening elements include lateral
strap parts (8) integral with the rotation-proofbar (3) and
extend from a front to a rear along each side of the child
seat,

wherein the securing system includes

1) a strap-based median fastening element (7) integral with
the upright (2) and configured to extend rearward in the
installed position of the device,
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i1) a locking bar (5) with rear ends of the lateral straps (8)
and a rear end of the strap of the median fastening
element (7) being connected to the locking bar (5); and

wherein the straps of the two lateral fastening elements (8)
are a single and same unique strap of adjustable length
allowing to tighten at once the two lateral fastening
elements, said unique strap forming a circular loop about
the child seat, the strap of the median fastening element
(7) being independent of the others and having an inde-
pendently adjustable length.
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